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These arrangements, under which disputed elections
became far less frequent, remained undisturbed till the
breaking out of the Thirty Years' War, when the Emperor
Ferdinand II by an unwarranted stretch of prerogative
deprived (in 1621) the Palsgrave Frederick (king of
Bohemia and husband of Elizabeth, the daughter of
James I of England) of his electoral vote, and transferred
it (1623) to his own partisan, Maximilian of Bavaria. At
the peace of Westphalia the Palsgrave was reinstated as
eighth elector, Bavaria retaining her vote and rank, but
with a provision that if the Bavarian branch of the house
of Wittelsbach should come to an end, the Palsgrave
should step into its place, which accordingly happened on
the extinction of the Bavarian line in 1777. The sacred
number having been once broken through, less scruple
was felt in making further changes. In A.D. 1692, the
Emperor Leopold I conferred a ninth electorate on the
house of Brunswick-Luneburg which was then hi posses-
sion of the duchy of Hanover, and succeeded to the
throne of Great Britain in 1714; and in A.D. 1708, the
assent of the Diet thereto was obtained. It was in this
way that English kings came to vote at the election of a
Roman Emperor.

It is not a little curious that the only potentate who
continued down to our own days actually to entitle
himself Elector0 should be one who never joined in

0 The electoral prince (Kurfurst)
of Hessen-Cassel. His retention of
the title had this advantage, that
it enabled the Germans readily to
distinguish electoral Hesse (Kur-
Hes-sen) from the Grand Duchy
(Hessen-Darmstadt) and the land-
graviate (Hessen-Homburg.) This
last relic of the electoral system passed

away in 1866, when the elector of
Hessen was dethroned, and his ter-
ritories (to the great satisfaction
of the inhabitants, whom he had
worried by a long course of petty
tyrannies) annexed to the Prussian
kingdom, along with Hanover,
Nassau, and the free city of Frank-
fort.